
Marker #1 Forgiven and Forgiving 
Marker #2 Empowered by the Spirit

Why church? To make Disciples.



15 Everyone was expecting the Messiah to come soon, and they were eager to 
know whether John might be the Messiah. 
16 John answered their questions by saying, “I baptize you with water; but 
someone is coming soon who is greater than I am—so much greater that I’m 
not even worthy to be his slave and untie the straps of  his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
Luke 3:15-16 (NLT2) 



Baptize ; to whelm, i.e. cover wholly with a fluid; in the N.T. 
only in a qualified or special sense, i.e. (literal) to moisten (a 
part of one's person), or (by implication) to stain (as with 
dye) :- dip.



8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you 
will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere — in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of  the earth.”
Acts 1: 8 (NLT2) 



POWER. Dunamis – Might, Strength 



“Is it possible to put a drop of red dye in a glass of water and the 
water not turn pink? Can you drop one lit match into a pool of 
gasoline without starting a raging fire? Similarly, can the dynamic 
presence and power of Christ enter a soul without it effecting a 
major life change in attitude, action, thought, word and deed? Of 
course not!” Gary Thomas, Thirsting for God



13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 
(for my good pleasure). He gives us the desire to do His will and He also gives 
us the ability to do His will. His will becomes our will. His purpose becomes 
our purpose. 
Philippians 2:13 (NKJV) 



Acts 8:5-19 (NKJV) 
5 Then Philip went down to the city of  Samaria and preached Christ to them. 
6 And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, 
hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying 
with a loud voice, came out of  many who were possessed; and many who were 
paralyzed and lame were healed. 



8 And there was great joy in that city. 
9 But there was a certain man called Simon, who previously practiced 
sorcery in the city and astonished the people of  Samaria, claiming that he 
was someone great, 
10 to whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, "This 
man is the great power of  God." 
11 And they heeded him because he had astonished them with his sorceries 
for a long time. 



12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the 
kingdom of  God and the name of  Jesus Christ, both men and women were 
baptized. 
13 Then Simon himself  also believed; and when he was baptized he continued 
with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs which were done. 
14 Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
received the word of  God, they sent Peter and John to them, 



15 who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive 
the Holy Spirit. 
16 For as yet He had fallen upon none of  them. They had only been 
baptized in the name of  the Lord Jesus. 
17 Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 



18 And when Simon saw that through the laying on of  the apostles' hands 
the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, 
19 saying, "Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay hands 
may receive the Holy Spirit." 



1. Many in Samaria heard the Gospel message and received 
Jesus as their Lord and personal Savior.

2. All who received Jesus were indwelled by the Holy Spirit. 
Paul affirms this in Ephesians chapters 1 and 4.

Observations from Acts 8:5-19



Observations from Acts 8:5-19

3. Not one of these new believers were empowered by the 
Holy Spirit until Peter and John came from Jerusalem.

4. Their lives were vastly different after the Spirit fell on them 
in power. 



What is the difference between a believer and a 
Spirit empowered Christian?

POWER



How do we receive the Empowerment of the Holy 
Spirit?

1. Confess and repent of  every known sin. 

2. Pure Motives.

3. ASK  



Luke 11:5-13 (NLT2) 
5 Then, teaching them more about prayer, he used this story: “Suppose you went 
to a friend’s house at midnight, wanting to borrow three loaves of  bread. You say 
to him, 
6 ‘A friend of  mine has just arrived for a visit, and I have nothing for him to eat.’ 
7 And suppose he calls out from his bedroom, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is 
locked for the night, and my family and I are all in bed. I can’t help you.’ 



8 But I tell you this—though he won’t do it for friendship’s sake, if  you 
keep knocking long enough, he will get up and give you whatever you need 
because of  your shameless persistence. 
9 “And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. 
Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be 
opened to you. 
10 For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to 
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 



11 “You fathers—if  your children ask for a fish, do you give them a snake 
instead? 
12 Or if  they ask for an egg, do you give them a scorpion? Of  course not! 
13 So if  you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
him.” 



ASK
Ask Urgently.
Seek Diligently. 
Knock Repeatedly.



How do we receive the Empowerment of the Holy 
Spirit?

3. ASK 
You must desire Righteousness more than you desire a sin.  
You must be willing to yield to, surrender to the Holy Spirit’s 

direction. 


