
Does Your Garden Grow?



Matthew 13:3-8, 18-23 (NLT) 

3 He told many stories in the form of parables, 

such as this one: “Listen! A farmer went out to 

plant some seeds. 4 As he scattered them across 

his field, some seeds fell on a footpath, and the 

birds came and ate them. 5 Other seeds fell on 

shallow soil with underlying rock. The seeds 

sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow. 6 

But the plants soon wilted under the hot sun, and 

since they didn’t have deep roots, they died. 7 

Other seeds fell among thorns that grew up and 

choked out the tender plants.   



8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they 

produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a 

hundred times as much as had been planted! 9 

Anyone with ears to hear should listen and 

understand.” 



18 “Now listen to the explanation of the parable 

about the farmer planting seeds: 19 The seed that fell 

on the footpath represents those who hear the 

message about the Kingdom and don’t understand it. 

Then the evil one comes and snatches away the seed 

that was planted in their hearts. 20 The seed on the 

rocky soil represents those who hear the message and 

immediately receive it with joy. 21 But since they 

don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall 

away as soon as they have problems or are 

persecuted for believing God’s word. 



22 The seed that fell among the thorns represents 

those who hear God’s word, but all too quickly the 

message is crowded out by the worries of this life 

and the lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced. 23 

The seed that fell on good soil represents those who 

truly hear and understand God’s word and produce a 

harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as 

much as had been planted!” 



The Farmer - Jesus

The Seed The Good News 

The Soil The Hearts of Men

Learn from the Faithful Farmer – He planted on 

every type of soil. 



Four Types of Soil (Hearts)
1. Hard Packed – Hard Hearted

2. Rocky Soil – No depth of Spiritual Roots

3. Weed Infested – Faith Choked Out  



a. Weeds of Worry

The beginning of anxiety is the end of  faith; 

and the beginning of true faith is the end of 

anxiety. —George Muller



Said the Robin to the Sparrow:

"I should really like to know,

Why these anxious human beings,

Rush around and worry so?"

Said the Sparrow to the Robin.

"Friend, I think that it must be

That they have no Heavenly Father

Such as cares for you and me.”

Author - Unknown



Robert Alan Beecher said, "No man can
tell whether he is rich or poor by
looking at his bank account. It is the
heart that makes a man rich. He is rich
or poor according to what he is, not
according to what he has."

b.Weeds of Wealth



c. Weeds of Worldly Passions, 

Possessions, Power and Prestige

All of us have weeds growing in our garden. 

It is vital that we weed our gardens – daily 

removing every weed that hinders us from 

being fruitful.



4. Fertile, Fruitful Soil

a. Good Seed sown in Good Soil will 

Always produce Good Fruit



b. Jesus transferred the responsibility of sowing the 

seed to His followers.

Mark 16:14-15 (NLT) 
14 Still later he appeared to the eleven disciples as 

they were eating together…
15 And then he told them, “Go into all the world and 

preach the Good News to everyone. 



Psalm 126:6 (KJV) 
6 He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 

precious seed, shall doubtless come again with 

rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.


