
HEBREWS 12:15 

The Devastating effects of Unforgiveness 



Hebrews 12:15 (NLT) 

15 Look after each other so that none of you fails to receive 
the grace of God. Watch out that no poisonous root of 
bitterness grows up to trouble you, corrupting many. 



1. The grace of God is forfeited.

2. Bitterness takes root in

3. Bitterness negatively affects you physically, emotionally, and 
spiritually.

a. physically

b. emotionally 



MATTHEW 18:23-35 (NLT) 

23 “Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king who 

decided to bring his accounts up to date with servants who had 

borrowed money from him. 
24 In the process, one of his debtors was brought in who owed him 

millions of dollars. 
25 He couldn’t pay, so his master ordered that he be sold—along with 

his wife, his children, and everything he owned—to pay the debt. 



MATTHEW 18:23-35 (NLT) 

26 “But the man fell down before his master and begged him, ‘Please, be patient with 

me, and I will pay it all.’ 
27 Then his master was filled with pity for him, and he released him and forgave his 

debt. 
28 “But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant who owed him a few 

thousand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat and demanded instant payment. 
29 “His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little more time. ‘Be 

patient with me, and I will pay it,’ he pleaded. 
30 But his creditor wouldn’t wait. He had the man arrested and put in prison until the 

debt could be paid in full. 



MATTHEW 18:23-35 (NLT) 

31 “When some of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. They went to 

the king and told him everything that had happened. 
32 Then the king called in the man he had forgiven and said, ‘You evil servant! I 

forgave you that tremendous debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Shouldn’t you 

have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you?’ 
34 Then the angry king sent the man to prison to be tortured until he had paid his 

entire debt. 
35 “That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your 

brothers and sisters from your heart.”



c. Spiritually 

(1.) Demonic



JAMES 3:14-16 (HCSB)

14 But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your heart, 
don’t brag and deny the truth. 
15 Such wisdom does not come from above but is earthly, unspiritual, 
demonic. 
16 For where envy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and 
every kind of evil.



(2.) You won’t be forgiven



MATTHEW 6:14-15 (NLT)

14 “If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly 
Father will forgive you. 
15 But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not 
forgive your sins.



4. Bitterness creates relationship problems with those you 
love and with those who love you.


