
The Induction of Deacons and 

Deaconesses 



Acts 6:1-7 (NLT2) 
1 But as the believers rapidly multiplied, there were rumblings of 

discontent. The Greek-speaking believers complained about the 

Hebrew-speaking believers, saying that their widows were being 

discriminated against in the daily distribution of food. 
2 So the Twelve called a meeting of all the believers. They said, 

“We apostles should spend our time teaching the word of God, 

not running a food program. 
3 And so, brothers, select seven men who are well respected and 

are full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will give them this 

responsibility. 



4 Then we apostles can spend our time in prayer and teaching the 

word.” 
5 Everyone liked this idea, and they chose the following: Stephen 

(a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit), Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, 

Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas of Antioch (an earlier convert to 

the Jewish faith). 
6 These seven were presented to the apostles, who prayed for them 

as they laid their hands on them. 
7 So God’s message continued to spread. The number of believers 

greatly increased in Jerusalem, and many of the Jewish priests 

were converted, too. 



The Purpose of Laying Hands and 

Praying for these:

To convey blessing.

To Impart the Baptism of the Holy 

Spirit.

To Impart Spiritual Gifts.



To convey blessing.

“The Lord bless you in your homes with peace, health and 

protection. The Lord give you spiritual blessings as you 

become a blessing to this congregation and to those 

outside our fellowship… The Lord bless you with wisdom 

as you make decisions as you assist others with their basic 

needs. The Lord bless you as you minister His blessings to 

others.”



To Impart the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.

“Father, we read in your word that those chosen to assist the 

church meet the physical needs of your people, it was required 

that they be baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit to carry out 

the duties assigned to them. It was not possible for them to do 

your work in their own power. 



We ask you to impart to these 2 deacons and 3 deaconesses the 

baptism of your Spirit. Baptize them with fire from on high and 

with the Holy Spirit so they will be able, with your power, do 

mightily in the Spirit what they are unable to do in the flesh. Let 

the rushing wind of your Spirit anoint them now for this purpose 

and guide them in their ministry and in their daily lives.” 



To Impart Spiritual Gifts.

“Father, these will need to perform the duties of your servants 

to this congregation. Let them be a conduit of your grace and 

mercy. Impart to them discernment to see the needs, grace and 

mercy to meet the needs with your love and compassion. 



Impart to them every gift needed to fulfill their duties. Impart 

the same Spirit and Gifts upon these kneeling before us today 

that were given to the seven we read about in Acts. Give them 

boldness. Give them power. Give them an exemplary lifestyle. 

Give them a heart to seek you in prayer and in your Word. In 

Jesus name we pray. A-men” 





Unshakable Faith

4. God’s Provision



Philippians 4:19 (NKJV) 
19 And my God shall supply all your need 

according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

God’s Riches – Our Supply



Pray for it!

Matthew 6:9-11 (NKJV) 
9 In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in 

heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 
10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth 

as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us this day our daily bread. 



III. There’s no need to Worry, 

Fret or Fear 

Matthew 6:31-33 (NKJV) 
31 Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' 

or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 
32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your 

heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 
33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His 

righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.



Worry does not provide for tomorrow’s 

needs.

Worry steals the joy of today.



Song: Count Your Blessings…

When upon life’s billows you are tempest-tossed,

When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost,

Count your many blessings, name them one by 

one,

And it will surprise you what the Lord has done.



Genesis 22:14 (NLT2) 
14 Abraham named the place Yahweh-Yireh

(which means “the LORD will provide”). To this 

day, people still use that name as a proverb: “On 

the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.” 

IV. God’s Name is - Provider 



Psalm 37:4-5 (NLT2) 
4 Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you 

your heart’s desires. 
5 Commit everything you do to the LORD. Trust 

him, and he will help you. 

Psalm 37:25 (NLT2) 
25 Once I was young, and now I am old. Yet I have 

never seen the godly abandoned or their children 

begging for bread. 



Isaiah 41:13 (NLT2) 
13 For I hold you by your right hand— I, the LORD your God. 

And I say to you, ‘Don’t be afraid. I am here to help you. 

2 Corinthians 4:8-9 (NKJV) 
8 We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are 

perplexed, but not in despair; 
9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 

destroyed—




